
SAM Supports Prothelia in Developing a Treatment for Muscular Dystrophy. 

Struggle Against Muscular Dystrophy (SAM) has committed $108,000 to Prothelia to support the 

development of Prothelia’s lead therapeutic, Laminin-111.  “SAM is dedicated to bringing therapies to 

children suffering from Merosin Deficient Congenital Muscular Dystrophy (MDC1A) and we are very 

excited to work with SAM.”, states Rich Cloud, CEO of Prothelia.  “With the support of SAM and others, 

we will bring this therapeutic to market and dramatically improve the quality and longevity of life for 

children affected by muscular dystrophy.” 

MDC1A is a devastating genetic disease that presents in early childhood and results in profound muscle 

weakness in all skeletal muscles.  Children with MDC1A often cannot walk and have significant 

respiratory and eating difficulties.  There are currently no approved therapies for treatment of MDC1A.    

“Laminin-111 has been found to be extremely effective in restoring lost muscle function in animal 

models of MDC1A”, states Dr. Brad Hodges, CSO of Prothelia.  “Our next critical milestones are to 

reengineer and optimize the genes for human Laminin-111, construct the cell-based production 

platform, and begin manufacturing of recombinant human Laminin-111 for the anticipated clinical trial.  

The financial support from SAM will allow us to complete these milestones ahead of schedule and will 

accelerate our efforts to bring human Laminin-111 to patients with MDC1A.”  

Prothelia’s lead drug candidate, Laminin-111, was first discovered by Dr. Dean Burkin at the University of 

Nevada, Reno (UNR).  UNR has licensed LAM-111 to Prothelia and we are working closely with Dr. Burkin 

and his staff to accelerate the development of Laminin-111 for treatment of MDC1A, Duchenne 

muscular dystrophy (DMD) and other forms of muscular dystrophy. 

 

About Prothelia 

Prothelia’s mission is to develop and commercialize therapies for patients with muscular dystrophy and 

is a collaborative effort of expert scientists, dedicated management, and partnerships with patient 

advocacy groups, investors, regulatory bodies and other biopharmaceutical institutions. 


